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Fuel Awards Given as Kyoto Pact Dawns
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Gerry Malloy – Toronto Star, February 19, 2005
Canadian drivers must learn to conserve energy, Natural Resources Canada officials said Wednesday, the day the controversial Kyoto Protocol went into effect.  The pact is a mutual commitment by 140 nations to significantly reduce the world's output of "greenhouse gas" (GHG) emissions. Excessive production of GHGs from human activity is widely believed to be a contributor to global climate change, which threatens to have disastrous consequences in the decades ahead if left unchecked. As a signatory to that protocol, Canada has committed to reduce its GHG emissions 6 per cent from 1990 levels, averaged over the period 2008 through 2012. 

One of the keys to achieving that goal will be a significant reduction in fuel consumption for transportation, which accounts for about 50 per cent of our CO2 (carbon dioxide) production as individuals, Natural Resources Canada says.  CO2, the most prevalent of all greenhouse gases, is a major by-product of fossil-fuel combustion.  The exhaust from cars and light trucks is responsible for some 12 per cent of all Canada's annual GHG emissions. The relationship between driving and CO2 production is direct. Within a small range of variation, the amount of CO2 a vehicle produces is directly proportional to its fuel consumption.

Negotiations between Ottawa and the auto industry on voluntary new-vehicle GHG-emission standards have stalled over the extent of the reductions the government sought, which auto makers considered technically unfeasible, industry sources say. Whatever may result in terms of new-vehicle regulations, they will play only a small role in the overall picture. 

To meet the Kyoto targets, said John Efford, Minister of Natural Resources Canada, every Canadian will have to reduce his or her GHG contribution by 20 per cent — or about one tonne per year.  To encourage that action, the federal government last year initiated the One-Tonne Challenge, for which Rick Mercer has been a spokesperson. 

Auto show visitors can take the challenge themselves, via on-site terminals, which will help them identify how to achieve that goal by changing their vehicle buying or driving habits.  At the show, NRCan announced the winners of this year's EnerGuide awards, aimed at encouraging shoppers to choose the most fuel-efficient vehicles. 

But you don't have to change vehicles to make a difference, note the advisers from Natural Resources Canada.  Such simple steps as reducing your driving by 10 per cent can achieve up to half your one-tonne goal. Keeping your vehicle well maintained, reducing idle time — shut off the engine if you are stopped more than just 10 seconds — and ensuring all tires are properly inflated by checking pressures at least once a month can also help.  So can slowing down. Typically, a vehicle consumes 20 per cent more fuel at 120 km/h than it does at 100 km/h.   You can take the One Tonne Challenge online at www.climatechange.gc.ca   
You can compare fuel-consumption ratings for all cars and light trucks sold in Canada, as well as pick up other fuel-saving tips, at www.vehicles.gc.ca
	Vehicle
	Class
	Fuel Efficiency
	Cost
	Features

	Honda Insight
	Two-seater
	
	
	

	
	Two-seater
	
	
	

	Toyota Echo
	Subcompact car
	
	
	

	
	Subcompact car
	
	
	

	Honda Civic Hybrid
	Compact car
	
	
	

	
	Compact car
	
	
	

	Toyota Prius
	Mid-size car
	
	
	

	
	Mid-size car
	
	
	

	Chevrolet Malibu Maxx
	Full-size car
	
	
	

	
	Full-size car
	
	
	

	Pontiac Vibe & Toyota Matrix
	Station wagon
	
	
	

	
	Station wagon
	
	
	

	Ford Escape Hybrid
	Special-purpose vehicle
	
	
	

	
	Special-purpose vehicle
	
	
	

	Honda Odyssey
	Minivan
	
	
	

	
	Minivan
	
	
	

	Ford Ranger & Mazda B2300
	Pickup
	
	
	

	
	Pickup
	
	
	

	Fuel Efficiency Chart ANSWERS

	Vehicle
	Class
	Fuel Efficiency
	Cost
	Features

	Honda Insight
	Two-seater
	3.9 / 3.3
	
	

	Ferrari Maranello
	Two-seater
	24.7 / 13.6
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Toyota Echo
	Subcompact car
	6.7 / 5.2
	
	

	Maseroti Coupe Cambiocorsa
	Subcompact car
	20.5 / 13.1
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Honda Civic Hybrid
	Compact car
	4.9 / 4.6
	
	

	Bentley Continental
	Compact car
	20.8 / 12.2
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Toyota Prius
	Mid-size car
	4.0 / 4.2
	
	

	Bentley Arnage
	Mid-size car
	22.9 / 14.9
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Chevrolet Malibu Maxx
	Full-size car
	10.5 / 6.7
	
	

	Bentley Arnage LWB
	Full-size car
	22.9 / 14.9
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Pontiac Vibe & Toyota Matrix
	Station wagon
	7.9 / 5.9
	
	

	Audi S4 Avant
	Station wagon
	15.8 / 10.2
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Ford Escape Hybrid
	Special-purpose vehicle
	6.6 / 7.0
	
	

	Chevy Suburban, Chevy Tahoe, & GMC Yukon
	Special-purpose vehicle
	24.0 / 17.9
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Honda Odyssey
	Minivan
	12.0 / 7.7
	
	

	Dodge Caravan
	Minivan
	18.5 / 12.5
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Ford Ranger & Mazda B2300
	Pickup
	10.0 / 7.5
	
	

	Dodge Ram
	Pickup
	26.1 / 17.6
	
	


Ontario’s Blue Box Program
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Ontario’s Blue Box program is one of the best in North America. It has helped reduce Ontario’s waste going to disposal by 35 per cent since 1987.  Thanks to the Blue Box, in 1997 600,000 tonnes of garbage was kept out of landfills. This is equal to three SkyDomes full of garbage.  The Minister’s waste diversion plan is a good example of how companies, whose products are collected in the Blue Box, should help make the Blue Box work even better.

Thanks to the people of Ontario, in just 12 years the Blue Box program has grown from several hundred households in the early 1980s to more than 3.7 million households today. Thanks to the Blue Box, in 1997 600,000 tonnes of garbage was kept out of landfill sites which helped them to last longer.

Recycling is important for a lot of other reasons. Every recycled glass jar, pop can or newspaper helps to protect the environment. When companies use recycled material to make a product, they produce less pollution, use less energy and require fewer raw materials. That can only be good for the environment.

For example:

· using recycled paper to make paper products requires 65 per cent less water; 

· recycling one tonne of newsprint saves 19 trees; 

· recycling one tonne of glass reduces the equivalent of 1,057 kilograms of carbon dioxide emissions (carbon dioxide is one of the greenhouse gases which causes global warming); and, 

· recycling one pop can saves enough energy to power the average television set for 108 minutes. 

From a few households in a small city...

The Blue Box started as a small project in Kitchener, Ontario in the early 1980s. It spread to other towns and cities until, in 1999, over 90 per cent of Ontario’s population is able to use the Blue Box.  Today, towns and cities collect newspapers and all food and beverage containers – like pop cans – made from aluminum, steel, glass, and plastic in the Blue Box.  Many also collect magazines, cardboard boxes, writing paper, plastic bags, telephone books and pizza boxes.

But that’s only the beginning

In Ontario we believe you should reduce, reuse and recycle. We should first reduce the amount of garbage we produce. One of the ways to do that is to refuse to buy products with too much packaging.  Then we should reuse as many things as we can; like repairing old bicycles or donating to charity stuff we can’t use. Only when we’ve reduced and reused as much as possible, should we recycle.

The Ontario Government announced a new plan in June 2004 to help our towns and cities reduce, reuse, and recycle even more. This plan will help us to reach our goal of reducing the amount of waste going to disposal by 60 per cent. Not only will the plan help the Blue Box, it will also help our towns and cities compost even more food wastes, such as banana peels, back into soil. It will also help us find ways to reduce and reuse other wastes like the used oil and tires that come from our cars. And it will help us find better ways to dispose of other things that we use in our homes like paints and cleaners.  Under the plan, companies whose products and/or packaging end up in the Blue Box should help our towns and cities make recycling work even better.

One efficient system is best
Some people have asked the ministry to introduce a deposit-return system for glass and plastic bottles. But that would mean we would have two recycling systems in Ontario: the Blue Box for many materials including beverage containers, and a deposit-return system just for bottles. That would be too expensive for everyone.  While several Canadian provinces have deposit-return systems for beverage containers, those containers end up getting recycled, just like they do in Ontario.

We want to see the Blue Box expanded, and run more efficiently, because it handles a lot more than bottles, and provides more materials for recycled goods. And it costs only about $14 per household per year, or about the cost of a chocolate bar every month.  There’s another reason, too. Cans and bottles make up only three per cent of all the waste we produce in Ontario each year. The Blue Box program already captures about 50 per cent of those cans and bottles. A deposit-return program would reduce our waste by only another one per cent.

We think it would be better to concentrate our waste diversion efforts on other items in the waste stream... like food wastes which make up 30 per cent of all the garbage we produce in Ontario. And on depots to collect other household wastes - like paints and car engine oils - which can harm our environment if they are not disposed of properly.

Students in the lead

Ontario’s students have helped to make the Blue Box program the success it is. You recycle at school, at home, in parks, at community centres, and at arenas. And you create recycling projects for Earth Day, Environment Week and science fairs.

Equally important, students have been recycling for so much of their lives that they are not in the habit of throwing stuff out. Instead, they wonder how they can recycle it. And they encourage their parents to do the same. This is extremely important as Ontario heads toward the next millennium and to a less wasteful future.
Reducing Your Ecological Footprint 
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Energy consumption is a key area worth analyzing and reducing.  Leaving lights on, keeping the heat up higher than necessary, leaving various electrical appliances on when not being used are just three of many examples of energy wasting.  The use of lower wattage and/or energy efficient bulbs should also be encouraged.  Water consumption can also be reduced.  Turning off the tap when brushing your teeth, having showers instead of baths, replacing the shower head with a low-flow shower head, having shorter showers, installing a toilet dam in the tank to reduce the volume of water that is used with each flush, and watering gardens and lawns at night to avoid effects of evaporation are all simple but highly effective ideas.  Through education programs either within the home or at school, people should be made aware of their energy and water consumption and given easy tasks for everyone to complete in order to reduce this consumption. 

Recycling efforts should be maximized.  Many communities in southwestern Ontario have recycling programs in effect.  If certain municipalities do not yet have a good program, then citizens should get after their government to implement such a program.  If one already exists, every citizen should learn the proper procedures and acceptable materials and make sure to sort their waste before putting it out for pickup.  This is not a major task for any one person to complete each day but if everyone does a little, then a great deal can be accomplished.  

Also not to be forgotten is the third “R” in environmentally friendly thinking:  reusing.  Everyone should make sure to reuse grocery bags either for when you make the next shopping trip or for collecting garbage around the house.  Many things that no longer work in their original intended use can be dismantled and its parts used elsewhere.  Election signs, for example, have several uses after the election day.  The stake can be used to support garden plants, the plastic weatherproofing bag can be used to collect garbage in, and the sign can be turned over and used as scrap paper for messages.  Simple innovations such as these can greatly reduce the impact we have on our environment. 


A barrier that might impede one’s attempt in reducing their Ecological Footprint is necessity.  Sometimes it is simply impossible or very impractical to carry out an activity in a more environmentally friendly manner.  Driving with only one occupant, for example, sometimes is unavoidable depending on the time of day and routes needed to be travelled to reach the desired destination.  


A barrier that might impede one’s efforts to reduce energy consumption is climate.  Admittedly most Canadians could reduce their energy consumption by wearing an extra sweater and using blankets more often but this can only be taken so far.  Canada’s winters can be extremely harsh and heat is a rather basic necessity.  


Clearly there have been modest improvements in environmental awareness over the last decade.  Education must continue, however strategies for reducing our negative impact on our environment must be more satisfactorily implemented.  More research involving environmental experts and members of the community is required.  Through more public awareness and programs at all levels, in all areas, the human race’s Ecological Footprint could be further reduced.

In six groups, draw for one of the categories used to calculate your Ecological Footprint (transportation, water use, clothing, recreation, food, and garbage) and prepare a poster illustrating how individuals can reduce their footprint in that category.

Oxfam Canada

Oxfam Canada, founded in 1963, is an international development agency working with over 100 partner organizations in Africa and the Americas.  We work with partners to tackle the root causes of poverty, injustice and inequality, helping to create self-reliant and sustainable communities. 
In Canada, Oxfam works on development education, advocacy, public awareness and building a constituency of support for our work.
Oxfam Canada is a member of Oxfam International, an alliance of the twelve Oxfams worldwide. With Oxfam International, we work on joint campaigns, for example Education Now, to raise awareness of issues, and to influence the policy of governments and institutions such as the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and the United Nations. By working together, we also feel we increase the impact and effectiveness of our individual programs. 

Our work is made possible by the financial contributions of over 50,000 individual and institutional donors across Canada.

Fair and Sustainable

Poor people often have a clear idea of what could help them to overcome their problems, but they lack the resources to put their ideas into practice. That's where Oxfam comes in – providing the necessary funding, training, and support to get people started, whether they are farmers making a living off the land or workers striving for better working conditions and pay.
· Explore an example of Oxfam’s efforts in The Land Challenge activity.

Basic and Necessary

In poor countries, many people don't have proper medical care or access to basic health information that can help protect them. Many people die of illnesses that could have been prevented or treated. Oxfam helps people improve existing health services and promote health and hygiene in their own communities.

It's hard to change your life for the better when you don't know how to read or write. Yet today, millions of children are being denied their best chance to escape poverty; unable to go to school because it's miles away, or because their parents can't afford the fees. As illiterate adults, they probably won't earn enough to send their own children to school – so the cycle of poverty will continue. Oxfam's Education Now Campaign is part of a global movement to put pressure on world leaders to make education for every child a reality. 
· Explore more about the basics of life in The World in Food Quiz..

Safe and Secure

Oxfam has a world-wide reputation for emergency relief work; providing among other things, shelter, clean water and sanitation services to people whose lives have been turned upside-down by conflict or natural disaster. Even more importantly, Oxfam puts long-term programmes in place to help people rebuild their lives and to prepare for and minimize the impact of future crises. 

Hear and Be Heard

Most poor people have little say in the decisions that affect their lives and virtually no power to change things. Oxfam helps people organize and gain the skills to speak out together, so that their views and needs are heard. 

Equal, Free, and Fair

Often the most vulnerable people are those who are oppressed within their own society. This might be because they are women or because of disability, ethnic or cultural identity. With support from Oxfam, people can begin to take control of their own lives and to challenge the negative views that keep them living in poverty.

For more information, check out

www.oxfam.ca
The Land Challenge

This group activity illustrates just one of the many different types of programs that Oxfam organizes in towns and villages all over the world.  Each group will represent a small village. Your village has just bought an area of land to farm. Now you need to decide what to do with it. Your village has a meeting with everyone to discuss how the land should be used, and you must make several decisions.

As a group think of a name for your village and decide what you want to do with the land. Talk about and answer the following questions:

· How will the land be split up? Will everyone get an equal share? Will people with more money get more land? Will people with bigger families get more land? Will women-headed households get land?

· What kind or crops will you grow? Will you grow more than one kind? With many kinds, your village can have a full range of food for nutrition; with one kind, you can sell more.

· Will you eat what you grow, sell it locally, or export it to other countries? If you grow food, you don’t have to pay for it; if you export, you may make more money. With exports, you must use a large portion of your land to make shipments worthwhile.

· Will you use pesticides? Pesticides protect from insects so you don’t have to do as much work, but they are also bad for your health.

· Will you buy genetically engineered crops or traditional ones? Genetically engineered crops have special characteristics: they might grow faster, or resist disease. But you have to pay the company for seeds each year, which can be very expensive. In traditional farming, you can use your own seeds year after year.

· What will you do if your crops fail?

· If each family has their own piece of land, what happens when one family’s crops have a bad year? Do other families help them out?

· Does your village have a plan if there is a famine?

There is no truly right answer. If your group cannot decide on a certain issue, have a vote to decide. Make brief notes on your answers. After the groups have made their decisions, a person from each group should tell the class about the decisions they made. How were your group’s decisions different from the other groups?

[image: image1.png]



The World in Jeopardy Food Quiz

The title “A World in Jeopardy” refers to a world where 800 million people are chronically undernourished, and millions more are denied their basic rights to shelter, clean water, employment, and a say in their future. Without a fundamental reversal of the way we use and share our resources, the lives of billions of people will enter this World in Jeopardy.

By the year 2030, the world’s population will rise to 9 billion – from 5.5 billion today. It is quite logical to suppose that by 2030 the number of hungry people in the world will have skyrocketed into the billions — unless there is a global effort to challenge the root causes of poverty. There are many opinions about the causes of hunger. The opinions that are given the most coverage tend to focus on symptoms instead of the root causes. We do not believe hunger is caused by overpopulation, or food shortages. We believe that hunger is a product of poverty, which is the direct result of the misuse of power and resources by the very few. The earth has the resources, and we possess the technological skills, but we lack the will to implement a vision that eradicates world hunger and poverty. But as soon as one begins with the task of implementing the changes needed to feed the world, numerous barriers arise. Some of these barriers include transnational corporations, unfair trade practices, devaluation of women’s agricultural work, government policies, lack of long-term planning, control and ownership of resources, debt, etc. As you read this kit, it will become clear that the barriers are numerous. By playing “A World in Jeopardy” these barriers will hopefully become more clear. The barriers are huge, but we shouldn’t get disheartened.

MODERATOR
· sets up transparency and overhead
· divides the class into 3 teams
· demonstrates to the group, how to correctly respond
· Q: “Globally over 500,000 people are suffering from this disease.”

· A: “What is AIDS?”

· if no one answers in 20 seconds, the moderator allows 2 minutes for groups to consult

· keeps score

· if teams give a correct answer, the amount for that question (100 - 500 points) is added to their score

· if the answer is incorrect, the amount is subtracted
· the team with the highest score at the end of the game wins.

PARTICIPANTS

· each member of a team must have a number (e.g. 1 - 8), and answer questions consecutively (i.e. all the “1s” from each team, then all the “2s”...etc.).
· to answer a question, a participant must “buzz-in” first by yelling “JEOPARDY!”
· if no one answers, teams must work together to come up with an answer


The World in Jeopardy Food Quiz ANSWERS
	
	GMOs
	Trade
	Coffee
	Bananas
	Farming
	GMO Hodgepodge

	100
	What is DNA?
	What is the World

Trade Organization?
	What is 10 cents?
	What are Europe and North America?
	What is World Food Day?
	What is Terminator

Technology?

	200
	What is evolution?
	What is globalization?
	What is South America?
	What are pesticides?
	What are the developing or Third World countries?
	What is Canada?

	300
	What is a patent?
	What is free trade?
	What is the United States?
	What is Equador?
	What is biotechnology?
	What is Saskatchewan?

	400
	What is 98%?
	What is fair trade?
	What is Nestle?
	What is 5 cents?
	What is crop rotation?
	What are the United States, Argentina, and Canada?

	500
	What is Monsanto?
	What are corporations?
	What is caffeine?
	What are Dole, Chiquita, and Del Monte?
	What are popular herbicides or pesticides?
	What are soybean, corn, canola, and cotton?


Grameen Bank

In 1974, Professor Muhammad Yunus, a Bangladeshi economist from Chittagong University, led his students on a field trip to a poor village. They interviewed a woman who made bamboo stools, but couldn't afford to pay the equivalent of 20 U.S. cents to buy the bamboo. She had to borrow the money from the bamboo trader, then sell her stools to him at a price he dictated. So the woman ended up earning 2 cents a day.  Professor Yunus took a student around the village and came up with a list of 42 people in that sort of situation.

"When I added up the total amount they needed, I got the biggest shock of my life: It added up to 27 dollars! I felt ashamed of myself for being part of a society which could not provide even 27 dollars to 42 hard-working, skilled human beings."  He loaned them the money, telling them to pay it back whenever they could afford to. He found that it was possible with this tiny amount not only to help them survive, but also to create the spark of personal initiative and enterprise necessary to pull themselves out of poverty. Professor Yunus asked bankers for help, but they were all skeptical that the money would be repaid by people who were too poor to offer collateral. He got every penny back, so he went to other villages and did the same thing, always getting repaid. But the banks still wouldn't do anything to help.

Against the advice of banks and government, Yunus carried on giving out 'micro-loans', and in 1983 formed the Grameen Bank, meaning 'village bank' founded on principles of trust and solidarity. In Bangladesh today, Grameen has 1,084 branches, with 12,500 staff serving 2.1 million borrowers in 37,000 villages. On any working day Grameen collects an average of $1.5 million in weekly installments. Of the borrowers, 94% are women and over 98% of the loans are paid back, a recovery rate higher than any other banking system. Grameen lends about $500 million a year – with the average loan being less than $200.  Grameen methods are applied in projects in 58 countries, including the US, Canada, France, The Netherlands, and Norway.

Muhammad Yunus is that rare thing: a bona fide visionary. His dream is the total eradication of poverty from the world. 'Grameen', he claims, 'is a message of hope, a programme for putting homelessness and destitution in a museum so that one day our children will visit it and ask how we could have allowed such a terrible thing to go on for so long'. This work is a fundamental rethink on the economic relationship between the rich and the poor, their rights and their obligations. The World Bank recently acknowledged that 'this business approach to the alleviation of poverty has allowed millions of individuals to work their way out of poverty with dignity'.

Credit is the last hope left to those faced with absolute poverty. That is why Muhammad Yunus believes that the right to credit should be recognized as a fundamental human right. It is this struggle and the unique and extraordinary methods he invented to combat human despair that Muhammad Yunus recounts here with humility and conviction. It is also the view of a man familiar with both Eastern and Western cultures — on the failures and potential for good of industrial countries. It is an appeal for action: we must concentrate on promoting the will to survive and the courage to build in the first and most essential element of the economic cycle — Man.

For more information, check out

www.grameen.com

